Chapter Six
THE SCHOOL CHARTER AT WORK
THE period between 1939 and 1943 was too short for the
reforms planned by Bottai to take place to their full
extent, and for those which were brought about to prove
either a success or a failure. Although the war effort in Italy
was far from total, school life was affected by it in many ways,
so that even without reforms in progress it would have been
very irregular. The lack of fuel made it necessary to pro-
long winter vacations to nearly two months instead of the usual
fortnight or so; summer vacations started at the end of May, i.e.,
one month in advance; building of new schools had to be
stopped; and so on. These were the conditions in which the
lower courses of the secondary schools were to be transformed
into the Intermediate Schools, the number of classes to be
increased, laboratories opened, Colleges of the G.IJU founded,
and many other colleges and boarding-schools reorganized, if
the School Charter was to materialize before it was too late.
It is impossible to know with any exactitude what happened
in fact to the Italian schools in these last years. The information
available refers to a great activity in reform and in bringing
about the f new order \ But this does not mean that the changes
were more than a substitution of labels. It is therefore necessary
to be careful not to take the announcements of radical trans-
formations at their face value before it is possible to check them
on the spot after the war. The three main points that call for
attention in regard to the schools are: (a) the institution of the
Intermediate School; (b) the reform of the State examinations;
and (c) the introduction of manual work in all schools, especially
in those for children between ten and fourteen.
The Intermediate School was founded in 1940, and started
work for the first form in October of the same year. This meant
that the first form of the Lower * Gymnasium', Magistral*
Inferiori, and Lower Technical Institute were put on the same
level. The same curricula were applied in all of them; and pupils
were not bound to the special kind of school to which this first
form belonged. Although with few exceptions the first form of
the Intermediate School was to all appearance the old first form
of the various schools, and had no premises of its own in separate
buildings, it was the nucleus of a quite independent school. In
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